
STATEMENT ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE SPOKESPERSON  
FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

 
Gaza Board of Inquiry 

 
The Secretary-General wishes to announce that the UN Board of Inquiry into 

incidents in Gaza has commenced its work in New York today, and is expected to travel 
soon to the region.  The Board is led by Mr. Ian Martin (UK) and includes, as its other 
members, Mr. Larry Johnson (US), Mr. Sinha Basnayake (Sri Lanka) and Lieutenant 
Colonel Patrick Eichenberger (Switzerland). The Board of Inquiry will review and 
investigate a number of specific incidents that occurred in the Gaza Strip between 27 
December 2008 and 19 January 2009 and in which death or injuries occurred at, and/or 
damage was done to, United Nations premises or in the course of United Nations 
operations.  The Secretary-General expects that the Board will enjoy the full co-operation 
of all parties concerned. 

 
The Board of Inquiry will report to the Secretary-General upon completion of its 

investigation.  The Secretary-General will review the report, and decide, at that point, 
what further steps to take.  
 

New York, 12 February 2009 


